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Introduction 
     There was no doubt that terrorism still poses a great threat that cannot be easily overcome, as it targets 
international peace and security, everyone can be exposed to it, as it is a complex global phenomenon. It cannot 
grow and spread unless there is a geographical area that enables it to do so. The presence of the fragile land 
that created a suitable climate for him to spread and penetrate deep into the region helped him, that is, had it 
not been for this environment, neither terrorist organizations nor outlaws would have been able to find a haven 
for training, hiding, planning and launching from it, in addition to the presence of cells for him to plant in the 
midst of a population to be able to obtain the important information that he used in many times as his target. 
Accordingly, the research came to shed light on the main problem on (the role of fragile lands in the emergence 
and spread of the terrorist organization ISIS in the governorates of Nineveh and Anbar), this problem was 
divided into a set of sub-questions, including: 
First: What are fragile lands? What are the indicators on the basis of which classified fragile lands? 
Second: Who is the terrorist organization ISIS? What are the ways to finance it? 
Third: What are the reasons for the emergence of the terrorist organization ISIS? 
First: the concept of fragile lands. 
   Its name came on the basis of the idea of the fragile state, as there were no previous studies on the definition 
of the concept of fragile lands, so the research was based on the fragile state, whose origin was as follows: 
The origin of the word fragile is derived from Hashish or fragile in everything, that is, it contains softness and 
looseness according to Ibn Manzur (1), and the term “fragile state” goes back to the English (Fragile State) 
and means (fragile) fast (2). (Hashash): It was said bread Hashash. (Al-Hashish): Weak in body. (And fragility) 
is a rare congenital disease of the skeleton. (Fragility) in chemistry means the property of a substance that 
makes it easily breakable (3). 
Which the European Council defined as: weak or failed structures, and situations in which society collapses 
due to its inability to deal with the basic functions of other countries and fulfill their obligations and 
responsibilities towards strengthening the rule of law, protecting human beings, basic freedoms, and providing 
security and safety for its people, and justice in the distribution of resources (4). It was also defined: as a 
situation in which the government and public bodies do not have the ability to ensure security and protect its 
residents and are unable to conduct their political affairs, in addition to their inability to combat the poverty 
that has become afflicting its residents (5). 
The concept of a fragile state, or more precisely fragility, was imposed as a compensation for the expression 
of the failed state, which began since the beginning of the eighties, but its political promotion has appeared 
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since the early nineties. with poor performance as a result of its inability to achieve the basic demands of its 
citizens in order to achieve development (6). Then he re-used this term by the United States of America after 
September 11, 2001, to justify the intervention in Afghanistan, which poses a great danger to its interests as 
one of the great powers (7). He presented the statement of former US President George W. Bush that 
Afghanistan represents a great danger no less On the danger of powerful countries (8). Also, its danger extends 
not only as a threat to its residents or to the surrounding countries, but has become a threat to the United States 
of America itself, because, according to its claim, it represented a stronghold of terrorist organizations, and 
this idea is basically American, but it has been widely adopted by international organizations, especially the 
United Nations (9). The power of a state is measured by the services it provides to its people that satisfy the 
citizen and make his life safe and dignified, as well as to other determinants related to sovereignty, military 
power, political administration, and laws and legislations that The system is not upright without it, and when 
the state is unable to do all that, it becomes more weak and vulnerable to collapse, and this term was used in 
place of the term “failed state” by the World Peace Fund in cooperation with the American Foreign Policy 
magazine in the year 2 014 After for years he used the term "failed state" in his previous reports, which he 
started in 2005(10). 
Fragility can take several forms, including: The fragile state is weak as it does not exercise strong effective 
control over its territory, or it may be divided because of its multi-ethnicities, or it has been classified as fragile 
because of its exit from bloody wars that weakened its economy and destroyed its structure, either because of 
its economy The weak and his inability to advance his state (11). As these forms apply to Iraq, as it has gone 
through one war after another, it has not been able for a long time to draw its breath, in addition to its fluctuating 
unilateral economy, which made Iraq at its mercy, at a time when Iraq is supposed to be the one who controls 
its prices as it is one of the countries that owns Huge reserves, as well as the abundance of its land with various 
minerals, but the weakness of the Iraqi governments and the quota system that dominated them prevented the 
investment of these resources, and made the land of Mesopotamia. 
As for the fragile lands: as those lands that are characterized by their weak efficiency in achieving the 
performance of their basic tasks, for the fighting units and in which the units are exposed to a range of different 
dangers, it may be a soft or sedimentary land interspersed with water, a mobile desert, or it may contain valleys, 
and therefore these natural geographical features make it difficult for the enemy to move and maneuver in it 
(12). 
Fragile Land Indicators: 
       The indicators are of great importance as they give a complete picture of why the land is classified as 
fragile under several indicators, including political, economic, and the last social, and when applying these 
indicators in the study land, it becomes clear. 
The separating borders are important in determining the fragility of the land between Anbar and Nineveh. We 
see vast lands of barren valleys that do not have any manifestations of civility, and there are no populated 
cities, most of which are valleys and undulating lands that help with disappearance and easy movement 
between the two governorates..as well as the borders of Mosul and Dohuk and the borders of Mosul and Erbil. 
In the policy indicator, there is the legitimacy of the state as a recognized entity, but there is absolute 
dissatisfaction in these areas due to the great political change that took place after 2003. Many of the residents 
of these areas were in prestigious jobs and sometimes occupied the highest job ranks and almost absolute 
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dominance over the security institutions, which turned the matter This led to their exclusion and thus the 
emergence of signs of discontent and the desire for revenge, in addition to the fragility of the political situation 
of the state entity due to the narrowness of the correct vision of the leadership of a multi-ethnic country, 
nationalities and sects, not to mention the rampant corruption in vital joints in the security services and the 
absence of institutional system. 
In the political indicator, we see that the government was unable to provide a judicial system that would inspire 
confidence in its residents in these areas and achieve justice. An example of this is if a crime was committed 
in Nineveh and the same in a southern governorate, we see that the law is implemented harshly on the residents 
of the two governorates of the study, and with great leniency on the same crime in another governorate 
Specifically, crimes of incitement and crimes of breaking into state departments, as the law known as 
combating terrorism is implemented with clear selectivity, especially Article 4 of the same law. 
     In the economic indicator, we see signs that have been applied to the fragile state, all of which are present 
in the study area in terms of the lack of job opportunities and the difficulty of financing projects. Rather, it 
went beyond this by not developing the necessary plans to build factories and systematic infrastructure by the 
Ministry of Planning, and the initiatives were limited to the development of the regions and the International 
Aid Fund.. . 
     In the Social Cohesion Index, we see that Al-Anbar as a community is very cohesive from the tribal point 
of view, but there is mistrust in the federal institutions and, to a lesser extent, in the local institutions of the 
local government. 
In the political indicator, we see that the government was unable to provide a judicial system that would inspire 
confidence in its residents in these areas and achieve justice. An example of this is if a crime was committed 
in Nineveh and the same in a southern governorate, we see that the law is implemented harshly on the residents 
of the two governorates of the study, and with great leniency on the same crime in another governorate 
Specifically, crimes of incitement and crimes of breaking into state departments, as the law known as 
combating terrorism is implemented with clear selectivity, especially Article 4 of the same law. 
     In the economic indicator, we see signs that have been applied to the fragile state, all of which are present 
in the study area in terms of the lack of job opportunities and the difficulty of financing projects. Rather, it 
went beyond this by not developing the necessary plans to build factories and systematic infrastructure by the 
Ministry of Planning, and the initiatives were limited to the development of the regions and the International 
Aid Fund. 
     In the Social Cohesion Index, we see that Al-Anbar as a community is very cohesive from the tribal point 
of view, but there is mistrust in the federal institutions and, to a lesser extent, in the local institutions of the 
local government. 
However, in Nineveh, cohesion is to a lesser degree due to population diversity, where the Kurds and Arabs, 
both Sunni and Shiite, Sunni and Shiite Turkmen, and other minorities such as the Yazidis, are present, as a 
discrepancy occurred between these components as a result of the emergence of Takfiri terrorism and old 
social accumulations and the attempt to seize districts and villages as a result of the application of Article 140 
of the Constitution. So, important districts were deducted from Mosul in favor of Kurdistan, and there is an 
intention to separate the district of Tal Afar from Mosul and to announce a new governorate adjacent to both 
Anbar and Mosul. And with regard to some areas, and the Syrian-American conflict in the security-fragile 
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areas on the border between Iraq and Syria, influence has been divided between Iranian and Iraqi elements in 
a certain sector, the SDF militias backed by the United States of America, the terrorist Workers’ Party militias 
backed by local parties and the enemy of the traditional Turkish army, which affected the situation Security 
and with the help of the topographical factor, especially in Mount Sinjar and its surroundings (13). 
Second: The terrorist organization ISIS and its financing methods. 
      It is one of the largest extremist terrorist organizations in the world. Under the leadership of Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi, it took advantage of the great security vacuum and the dissolution of the Iraqi army and the political 
system based on quotas, from emergence and expansion. Disagreements on the basis of which the organization 
(ISIS) was singled out for its leadership due to the refusal of Al-Nusra Jihad to unite under his command Al-
Baghdadi. 
Accordingly, this organization has been defined as: a terrorist organization that adopts the Salafi-jihadi 
ideology, claiming religious authority over all Muslims in the world, especially the Arab ones, based on the 
radical theory and on ancient theoretical principles and texts that encourage violence and takfir, and it has 
spread itself as the defender of Islam and Muslims (14). He also defined it as: an entity to which members of 
different nationalities belong, and it was described as a terrorist organization in accordance with international 
regulations and laws, based on the application of Sharia by jihadist thought, and it was based in Mosul (15). It 
was also known as a terrorist entity with several goals, including the restoration of the caliphate and the 
application of Islamic law, and it took the land of Iraq and Syria as a scene for its criminal operations and 
imposed its control. When it managed to gain control, sectarian slogans were used to incite violence and 
extremism (16). 
And (ISIS) is an abbreviation of (the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant), and whoever utters this abbreviation 
from the lands under its control was punished with flogging, and (lSlS) was relied on by the German Minister, 
which is an abbreviation for (lslamic state in Iraq and sham), while Britain She asked her prime minister to 
rely on the name of the non-Islamic country (17). What other Western governments, media and governmental 
organizations have preferred (ISIL) an abbreviation for the phrase (Islamic State in Iraq and Levant), the 
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (18). 
 His presence in Syria and his almost complete control over the areas extending from Aleppo to the east, 
passing through Raqqa Governorate, penetrating the Kurdish region, which began to deviate from his 
obedience by establishing an autonomous authority, to Deir ez-Zor, Raqqa and parts of Al-Hasakah 
Governorate, all of which extend on the eastern borders of Syria, which have become almost subject to areas 
It is complete, which was announced by an Islamic state that it extends inside Iraq in the western governorates, 
especially the governorates of Nineveh and Anbar, whose lands are largely neutral to Syria(19). 
The organization announced its emergence in a geographical area equivalent to the size of the United Kingdom, 
and extending across wide lands on both sides of the borders of Iraq and Syria, which spread after the Arab 
Spring revolution in 2011, independent state of instability and its attempt to obtain a state in light of these 
events (20), taken from the environment The fragile Middle East is its starting point. The weak political, 
economic and social conditions helped ISIS to appear more intensely, and this will be mentioned in detail in 
the third chapter on the reasons that enabled that organization to emerge in light of the presence of fragile 
indicators and their assistance to it. He also invoked the persecution of the Sunni sect through the 
marginalization that affected them as a result of the Shiites’ access to power and their disarmament, which al-
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Baghdadi claimed to be their protector(21), and also this pretext and semi-racist (sectarian) hatred became 
embedded in the minds of some, which led To the rush of many of them to take revenge and their rush to 
belong to that organization (22). 
After belonging to them and their occupation of large parts of the study land, it issued fatwas and letters in 
order to continue the protests in the sit-in squares and described them as free Sunnis (23), and one of the most 
prominent speeches that was, was the speech of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi* in Al-Nuri Mosque in Nineveh 
Governorate on July 4 of In 2014, which is his first appearance after his supporters pledged allegiance to him 
and installed him as "Caliph of the Muslims", in which he called Muslims to obey him saying (((Obey me as 
I obey God in you, God commanded us to fight his enemies and strive in his way to achieve this and establish 
the religion... O people! The religion of God, Blessed and Exalted be He, cannot be established, and this goal 
for which God created us will not be achieved except through the arbitration of God’s law and control over it 
and the establishment of the limits, and that is only with valor and authority. Long years of jihad and patience 
to achieve their goal, so they hastened to declare the caliphate and install an imam, and this is a duty on 
Muslims that has been lost for centuries.” Then he said after using some terms from the sermon of the Caliph 
Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (may God be pleased with him), saying: “I have been afflicted with this great matter. I was 
plagued by this trust, its trust is heavy, and I put it on you I am neither the best of you nor better than you, so 
if you see me on the right, then help me, and if you see me on the wrong, then advise me and direct me, and 
obey me as long as I obey God in you. Allah, Blessed and Exalted be He, is His faithful servants) (24). 
He called himself the state because he was founded for this, and worked to coordinate the scope of his state to 
start from Iraq and expand at the expense of neighboring countries(25), which posed a great danger to these 
countries, which worked to finance and support the organization to avoid the confirmed danger on their land. 
With regard to financing, there are several methods that have been relied upon to finance them, and they will 
be discussed later. 
As for ISIS terrorist financing: 
      There were various means that terrorist organizations resort to to obtain funds, but (ISIS) is one of the 
richest takfiri organizations in the world because it obtains funds from different countries and also has 
financing networks, the most important of which are donations and others, but there are some methods that I 
adopt in the governorates of Nineveh and Anbar, especially the governorate Nineveh, which was considered 
one of the most harmful provinces in Iraq, as it was taken as the capital of its terrorist state, with the aim of 
obtaining funds to enable it to complete its brutal acts, and to impose its prestige so that it can advance to larger 
areas and control them. The most important of these methods were: 
1. Reliance on oil fields to earn revenues, and oil is one of the most important basic resources that it relies on 
to buy weapons and give salaries to its fighters. These resources are controlled either by selling them to local 
customers or smugglers, and one barrel was sold at a price ranging (25-50), As Iraq enjoys a large oil resource, 
as well as the presence of natural gas in large quantities from the study land, it made it a station for the 
organization’s attention. They benefited from their control over the western and northern parts of Iraq over a 
large oil store, and then worked to impose its presence in the region and was not limited to this only. Rather, 
he worked on manipulating prices and imposing them on the merchants without any objection from them (26), 
and it worked to smuggle large quantities through armored tanks accompanied by threats from terrorist vehicles 
to secure the way for them, as they were smuggled to Syria and then to Turkey to be sold in the markets Al-
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Sawda (27), in addition to their control of the Baiji refinery, through which they were able to obtain 30 
thousand dollars because of the large oil resource it contains (28). 
2. Smuggling and looting antiquities, as he was keen to steal and smuggle antiquities of high value, as 
smuggling constituted a high percentage of their revenues, and Nineveh Governorate is one of the most looted 
governorates of antiquities as it is a large cultural treasure for Iraq. 
3. The kidnappers’ ransom proceeds are an important means for them, as the organization has kidnapped 
ambassadors, citizens and media professionals, and they are released after paying the specified ransom. 
4. Seizing the agricultural warehouses. The organizations worked to get them to produce wheat, corn and 
barley from Nineveh Governorate, as it prepares Iraq’s basket of those crops in Nineveh Governorate to cover 
their expenses. 
5. Armed robbery of banks and the treasuries of major companies is one of the modern criminal activities that 
the organization went through to obtain funds for training and others, and it worked on using this method when 
they took control of Nineveh Governorate and attacked the Central Bank and stole its money. 
6. Imposing taxes on mobile companies (Cork-Asiacell), which are located in the governorates of Nineveh, 
Kirkuk and Tikrit, and on merchants who bring goods to the mentioned governorates(29). 
7. Trading in human organs by hiring foreign doctors to harvest human organs from the bodies of their dead 
and living hostages (30). 
8. Imposing fees ranging between 3000-4500 dollars on trucks that cross the border crossings at the Syrian Al-
Waleed Al-Natf crossing - the Trebil road with Jordan. 
9. Taking over the fertilizer, phosphate and cement factories in Al-Qaim and Al-Rutba, and operating some 
factories in the study area that were out of business, such as the cotton and cement factory in Fallujah, Al-
Kabisa and Al-Qaim. 
10. Forging paper currency and forging seals of some documents, and he has issued coins to be his official 
currency, which consists of three denominations: the golden dinar, the silver dirham, and the copper fils (31). 
11. Determining 40% of the salaries of employees who are still receiving salaries from the Ministry of Finance, 
and the money that the government allocates to Nineveh Governorate is about 130 million dollars, of which 
the organization’s share is 52 million dollars (32). 
Third: The reasons for the emergence of the terrorist ISIS 
   In this point, we will explain the main causes that constitute a weak point for the Iraqi governments that took 
control of matters after 2003, and how the fragile ground was prepared for the emergence of organizations, as 
each reason was a goal that the organization sought to use for its benefit, and through which it was able to 
reach its goal. 
1. Political reasons: 
 Political reasons are among the most important reasons that contributed greatly to the emergence of terrorist 
organizations, especially after the entry of the United States of America into Iraq, and the advent of a new 
political system that has become a transformation in the history of Iraq, such as the democratic transition in 
Iraq is an important event in political life, as this transformation It included all political levels, whether at the 
level of internal or foreign policy, and since the latter is an extension of the first, there was overlap between 
the changes at the internal and external levels, however there is a difference in the nature of the changes, 
especially that the objectives of both policies are different in addition to the different field of work (33). 
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2. Security and military reasons: 
    The security or military system is the backbone of the state’s sovereignty and its political weight, and its 
weakness means allowing its internal and external security to become linked to other personalities who harm 
it, according to what serves its interests, and this was noticed after 2003 when the Iraqi army was dissolved by 
Governor Paul Bremer It has become a weak state, and everyone is rushing to marginalize it, fearing for its 
interests. As well as the absence of a military strategy, which is one of the most important pillars of building 
the Iraqi state and protecting its society. And that national security does not mean the strategy of the security 
forces only, but also the art of political and military management of the security forces, and that they work to 
achieve its defense and protection, and to protect its interests in peace and war. A means to resort to when 
other means fail to defend the state (34). 
3- Economic reasons 
       Economic reasons are one of the important indicators that contributed significantly to the growth of the 
phenomenon of terrorism in the region. Economic prosperity and its progress are clear evidence of the stability 
of the state, and evidence that the existing authority has the ability to exploit all available energies, and this 
exploitation, if it is fair and substantial, leads to pushing the wheel of its economy forward, which achieves 
prosperity and political stability, but today the matter has been exacerbated by what It was previously, through 
the class differences between individuals and the increase in the state of poverty and hunger, which increased 
the state of misery and frustration that led to the occurrence of adverse reactions towards the ruling authority 
due to the increase in poverty, unemployment, housing problems and the decrease in the standard of living of 
the individual which pushed a large part of them to emigrate and others were forced To belong and join the 
terrorist organization, to get money, as these actions by these people targeted, to a large extent, the interests 
and strategic goals of those parties that they believe are the cause of the economic problems they suffer from, 
as resorting to terrorist acts has become a sufficient reason, according to their claim, to obtain On funds (35), 
Table (1) shows the percentage of poverty in the study area. 
The relative importance of poverty in Nineveh and Anbar governorates: 

Governorate 2007 2012 2017 
Nineveh 23.1 34.5 11.5 
Anbar 20.9 15.4 5.5 

(36) Republic of Iraq, Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation, National Development Plan 2018-
2022, p. 132, p. 133. 
4. Social reasons 
   The social factors represented by the family, places of worship, education and the media are among the most 
important factors that contribute significantly to the creation of a generation represented in the fight against 
extremism or a generation to which he belongs, as the family is the first place in which the individual grows 
and his personality crystallizes. Its drift towards terrorism and extremism. As for education, it plays a major 
role, whether positively or negatively, in the upbringing of the individual. It also has a major role in spreading 
extremist and deviant thought in the minds of individuals or avoiding it. In terms of the spirit of tolerance and 
love and others, however, some extremists used houses of worship to spread their extremist ideas in the name 
of religion, as some imams of mosques played a role by inflaming the spirit of sectarianism and worked to 
make these religious places into places for youth recruitment (37), in addition to the great role of the media 
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And how did he also contribute to the spread of terrorism and acts of violence, as he resorts to arming the 
media of all kinds, as they use the media to promote them, as well as spreading fear and panic in the general 
public through videos? The messages that they publish, and it turns out that most of them are fabricated to stir 
public opinion and to know the ability and strength of ISIS, in addition to the fact that the largest possible 
number of young groups were recruited and attracted through the Internet (38), through the role of the media, 
some messages that have a negative impact were sent Directly on individuals and groups with the aim of 
attracting them and extending the organization with human and material funding in order to extend their 
influence on the ground, and arouse fear and panic among the population. 
5. Geographical reasons 
        Geography plays an effective role in the emergence of terrorist groups, as some surface forms of the land 
are incubating areas for them, in addition to the fact that the length of the borders has a major role in the 
infiltration of the terrorist organization, as well as the climate that greatly affects the military operations, as 
mentioned in the second chapter and the positive cycle of these organizations because of their modernity The 
machines and weapons in their possession as hot areas are suitable places for the spread of crimes in all its 
forms. There are those who believe that the geographical terrain (mountains - plains - forests - deserts) is one 
of the factors that affect the spread of the phenomenon of terrorism, through the widespread pockets that 
deviate from its sovereignty, and formed a haven for fugitives from the law and terrorists, as the geographical 
environment constituted a factor conducive to the spread of organizations Terrorism, as it found an easy ground 
for coordinating and carrying out its operations and recruiting its members away from the government and 
security forces because of the complex land that became a nest for them. 
The study found: 
(1) There is a significant role for indicators of fragile lands in the emergence of terrorist organizations in the 
study area, and the most important indicators were the political indicator, which is dominant or influential over 
the rest of the other indicators. 
(2) The existence of a geographical environment that enabled this organization to emerge and spread, there are 
financiers for them, so their work was paid for in favor of an external or internal agenda. 
(3) Terrorist organizations will not emerge out of nowhere, but there are reasons they have exploited to emerge 
and recruit the largest number of marginalized groups. 
(4) The political reasons are among the most important reasons that helped the organization to emerge and 
extend as a result of the entry of the American forces into Iraq and their demobilization of the army, which 
exposed a small group of them to the loss of their work, forcing some to belong, in addition to the chaos and 
the quota system, exclusion and marginalization that prompted many to take revenge. 
(5) Economic factors play a major role due to the poor distribution of economic wealth, meaning that there is 
a group that enjoys great economic potentials and the majority of its residents are involved in work, and this 
is largely found in the city center, as for the rural and border areas suffer from the poor distribution of these 
services, forcing many of them to emigrate or Belonging to that organization to get rid of unemployment and 
poverty. 
(6) Social causes constitute a role no less than the ones that preceded it (political-economic), which fall on the 
shoulders of the family, places of worship, education and the media, which are among the most important 
components that contribute greatly to the establishment of a generation represented in fighting extremism or a 
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generation to which it belongs. 
(7) Geographical reasons The great role in the emergence of the terrorist organization because of what the 
surface of Iraq enjoys in general, especially the study area of its complex composition represented by deserts, 
valleys, mountains and hills, which helped the organization to take a safe haven for it to hide from the pursuit 
of security forces. 
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