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Abstract 
The political conditions of Kishtwar and its relations with the Mughal Emperors during the 17th century were 
greatly motivated by its geographical conditions and its location. Kishtwar was one of the Punjab Hill states. 
It was surrounded by high mountains and big rivers e.g., chanderbhaga. Kahan Sen was the first historical ruler 
of Kishtwar who annexed power from the Panjasasis in the 5th century A.D. The political condition of 
Kishtwar was also influenced by the conditions existing in its neighbouring states e.g., during the times of war 
of succession, rebellions, famines etc., the rebels and fugitives used to seek asylum in Kishtwar. The granting 
of asylum to the rebellious elements resulted in strained relations between the rulers of Kashmir and the rajas 
of Kishtwar because these rebels indulged in anti-Kashmir activities. The people of Kishtwar were loyal to 
their rajas and played a vital role in the political conditions in Kishtwar. The rajas of Kishtwar believed in the 
policy of imperialism which sometimes proved a source of trouble for the state of Kishtwar. The relations of 
the rajas of Kishtwar with the Mughal emperors played a great role in the political conditions of Kishtwar, 
which varied from time to time. It affected the political conditions in Kishtwar.  The Mughal emperors 
intervened in the administration by interfering in the succession of the rajas e.g., Jagat Singh was allowed the 
Tika by the Mughal emperor. The political conditions of Kishtwar led to the spread of mixed cultures in 
Kishtwar. Due to political conditions and under the influence of Sufi saints, the rajas of Kishtwar embraced 
Islam but at the same time used the services of Purohits and assigned the grants to the temples. 
Keywords: Chanderbhaga, Kahan Sen, Panjasasis, Tika, Purohit 
  
Introduction 
Kishtwar was one of the important states among the Punjab Hill States during the medieval period. Kalhana in 
his Rajatarangini mentions it as Kashtvata. We also find a reference to Kishtwar in Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri written 
by Jahangir. Kishtwar is situated to the south of Kashmir and its distance was 60 Kos (120 miles) from 
Kashmir. It is located at lat.33⁰19ʹ and long.75⁰ 18ʹ. Kishtwar state is surrounded by high mountains. Many big 
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rivers flow through Kishtwar and its boundaries. Its geographical location and climate make it unique in 
comparison to other Hill states. These rivers and mountains played an important role in the political conditions 
of Kishtwar during the 17th century. The political conditions of Kishtwar were also influenced due to its 
relations with the Mughal emperors. A number of rebels and fugitives used to seek asylum in Kishtwar. 
Kishtwar had become a cradle for the enemies of the rulers of Kashmir and the Mughal emperors. It led to the 
strained relations between the rajas of Kishtwar with the rulers of Kashmir on one hand and enmity with the 
Mughal emperors on the other hand. 
It is known that Kishtwar was founded by Kahn-Sen in the 2nd half of the 5th century A.D. Kahan Sen was 
the first ruler of Kishtwar who is mentioned in historical records. The Political conditions of Kishtwar were 
governed by the rivalries between the local tribes i.e., Rathers and Ganaies and Panjasis. It led to the foundation 
of the rule of Kahan Sen also known as Kahan Pal. Kahan Sen was succeeded by a number of rajas before 
Bijay Singh became the raja of Kishtwar. 
Mode of Succession  
Generally, the eldest son succeeded his father to the throne in Kishtwar State. In the absence of a son, the 
brother of the raja could succeed to the throne, Bhagwan Singh succeeded Raja Jagat Singh after Raja Jagat 
Singh was killed in a battle with raja Bhupat pal of Balor Basoli. Sometimes the rajas of Kishtwar shared 
power with their brothers by dividing the empire, for example, Gandarav Sen was very liberal towards his 
brothers he shared political powers with his brothers. One of his brothers, namely Madan Sen settled in the 
village of Matta near the chaugan, while Dev Sen, his second brother, settled in maru. They were allowed to 
rule in their respective territories independently by Raja Gandharv Sen.  
After the death of Jahangir, Shah Jahan (1628-58) ascended the throne in 1628 A.D. Gur Singh came with the 
usual tribute, which the emperor, probably then in Kashmir, accepted and recognized Jagat Singh as Tika or 
heir apparent. Gour Singh was much delighted and distributed one lac of rupees and clothing among the needy. 
Even Raja Jai Singh shared power with his brothers Sirdar Singh and Ram Singh by appointing them to the 
highest post of commander of the army and Wazir of his kingdom, respectively. Generally, the high posts were 
assigned to the members of the royal family. However, exceptions were there when due to political reasons, 
the Rajas of Kishtwar had to assign important positions to the persons who didn’t belong to royal blood e.g., 
Jeewan Sen and Kahan Sen were appointed to the post of wazir by raja Bhagwan Singh. They belonged to the 
Khatri caste and were sent by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan to support Raja Bhagawan Singh against Raja 
Bhupat Pal of Balor Basoli. Their position was like residents of British rule in the autonomous states, which 
was a unique feature of the medieval history of Kishtwar during the 17th century. 
For succession, sometimes intrigues in the royal family also took place. Raja Jai Singh shared power with his 
brothers Ram Singh and Sirdar Singh. Raja Jai Singh being the eldest son, was the rightful claimant to the 
throne of Kishtwar, but his brothers indulged in intrigues by seeking help from the Mughal emperor. Therefore, 
the influence of external powers like Mughal rulers and the neighboring states of Kishtwar cannot be denied 
in succession to the throne of Kishtwar e.g., and Raja Gur Singh sought permission from the Mughal emperor 
Jahangir for the succession of his son Jagat Singh to the throne of Kishtwar. Ram Singh was appointed as 
wazir of Kishtwar by Kirat Singh on the intervention of the Mughal emperor  
The policy of Imperialism:  
   The rajas of Kishtwar believed in the policy of imperialism.  some powerful rulers of Kishtwar made 
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it a strong state by adopting the policy of imperialism.  
The Rajas of Kishtwar succeeded in their policy of imperialism but sometimes had to suffer the heavy loss of 
life and material Raja Bijay Singh lost his life along with his family and soldiers during his expedition to 
Nagseni area. Only his son namely Bhadur Singh, survived with his life and later on became ruler of Kishtwar. 
Raja Jagat Singh also believed in the policy of imperialism; he succeeded in invading Bhaderwah.  
 
Impact of Relations with Mughals and Kashmir on political conditions of Kishtwar  
The political conditions of Kishtwar were greatly affected by its relations with the rulers of Kashmir and the 
Mughal emperors. In 1606 A.D. Mirza Ali Akbar, the governor of Kashmir under the order of emperor Jahangir 
dispatched an army under the commanders Ahmed Khan. Dilawar Khan and Mirza Mohammad Khan. This 
expedition was sent against the Chak rebels because they had sought shelter in Kishtwar and were indulging 
in anti-Kashmir activities. These Chak rebels were posing a continuous threat to the Mughal authorities in 
Kashmir. Dilawer Khan fought against Aibak Chak, the brother of Yaqub Shah, who fought on the side of Raja 
of Kishtwar. The Mughal forces were severely beaten back. The Mughal authority was reduced to such an ebb 
that the raja ruled almost independently throughout his life. Henceforth Chaks spent their time peacefully in 
Kishtwar. 
Gur Singh succeeded his father at the age of 30 in 1618 A.D. The Mughal governor of Kashmir was in search 
of an opportunity to attack Kishtwar. Kishtwar was attacked during the period of Raja Gur Singh because the 
Mughals wanted to take revenge for their earlier defeat, meted at the hands of Raja of Kishtwar. Aiba Chak 
and Gohar were encouraging anti-Mughal activities in Kishtwar and were a source of great trouble for the 
Mughal rule in Kashmir. So, the relations between the Raja of Kishtwar and the Mughal governors of Kashmir 
remained strained from the beginning.  
In 1620 A.D., emperor Jahangir, while in Kashmir, issued a ferman to Raja Sangram Dev of Jammu that he 
should render assistance to his armies sent to invade Kishtwar and imprison Raja Gaur Singh. The emperor 
ordered Dilawar Khan the governor of Kashmir, to invade Kishtwar. Dilawar Khan made great preparations 
for the invasion of Kishtwar because he was aware of the mountainous terrain and the determination of the 
people of Kishtwar. He attacked Kishtwar with a well-equipped huge force of ten thousand soldiers.  
The relations between the rajas of Kishtwar and the Mughal emperors played an important role in the political 
conditions of Kishtwar. These relations varied in character from time to time. Sometimes the Mughal emperors 
attacked Kishtwar and compelled the rajas of Kishtwar to sign an alliance and to send hostages to the Mughal 
court along with an annual tribute. But on the other site, these relations were so cordial that the Mughal 
emperors supported the rajas of Kishtwar with the army to fight battles against the enemies of Kishtwar e. g. 
Bhagwan Singh, the brother of raja Jagat Singh was supported by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan with the 
strong army against Bhupat Pal of Balor Basoli, who had attacked Kishtwar and killed Jagat Singh.  Bhagwan 
Singh sent the army back to Kashmir with presents and khilats. To commemorate the victory of Raj of 
Kishtwar, instituted a mela called Kantak Jatra, which is held annually in the Chaugan. This event is confirmed 
by the Balor annals, which state that Bhupat Pal had earlier conquered Kishtwar and brought from there the 
Linga of Nilakanth, which is still worshipped in Basohli.  
 
The role of common people in the political conditions of Kishtwar   
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The common People played a vital role in the political conditions of Kishtwar during the 17th century. They 
had their say in the political conditions of Kishtwar. No authority could establish its rule in Kishtwar without 
the support of the people. The people of Kishtwar always sided with the raja of Kishtwar even when they were 
defeated by the invaders e.g., Raja Gur Singh was defeated by Dilawar Khan, the commander of Mughal 
emperor Jahangir and was made captive. Gur Singh was imprisoned by the Mughal emperor. The 
administration of Kishtwar was entrusted to Nasrullah Arab and he was made in charge of the Kishtwar state. 
The people of Kishtwar could not tolerate the dishonour and humiliation of their raja, who was taken in chains 
to Kashmir. The people of Kishtwar were loyal to their raja. They were never prepared to accept the yoke of 
the foreign rule.  
Shortly afterwards, an outbreak took place in Kishtwar in consequence of the harsh treatment of Nasrullah 
Arab. His forces were destroyed and Nasrullah Arab himself was killed in the outbreak. The rebellion was 
suppressed with great difficulty.  Raja Gur Singh was deported and imprisoned in Gawalior fort, the then state 
prison. But under the political compulsions and rebellion by the people of Kishtwar, emperor Jahangir had to 
release raja Gur Singh from prison and restore him to the state of Kishtwar with due honour and dignity under 
certain conditions.  
The rajas of Kishtwar did not only make alliances and constructed forts, but they also succeeded in winning 
the sympathy of the people to a great extent. It is proved by the fact that when the rajas of Kishtwar were 
defeated, the people of Kishtwar never accepted the rule of the invaders. 
 Political Alliances 
The political conditions in Kishtwar were governed by its alliances with the Mughal emperors. An alliance 
was signed between the Mughal emperor Jahangir and Raja Gur Singh. Gur Singh agreed to send his younger 
son Bhagwan Singh as a hostage to the Mughal court. Bhagwan Singh was treated with dignity and honour in 
the Mughal court.  
  The rajas of Kishtwar implemented the alliances made with the Mughal emperors by paying tribute 
and honouring other conditions of alliances, but sometimes exceptions were there when the rajas of Kishtwar 
found that there was some trouble in Kashmir or in the Mughal empire. They violated the terms of the treaties 
or alliances, e.g., when the Raja of Kishtwar found that the sultan of Kashmir was weak and incompetent, they 
violated the terms of the treaty signed with the rulers of other states. Generally, the rajas of Kishtwar remained 
sincere to the treaties signed by them e.g., Bhagwan Singh remained loyal to the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan 
when he was held as a hostage in the Mughal court. In 1629 A.D., Shahjahan decided an invasion the Deccan. 
Bhagwan Singh accompanied the Mughal emperor, who attracted the notice of the emperor by his bravery. 
 
The importance and role of Hostages in the Political conditions of Kishtwar 
 It was a practice among the rajas of Kishtwar to send hostages to the Mughal court to show loyalty to the 
Mughal emperors. It showed the loyalty of the commitments towards the Mughal rulers. Generally, the 
hostages were sent from the royal families who were either sons of the rajas or, in some instances, they could 
be the brothers of rajas of Kishtwar e.g., Bhagwan Singh was the brother of Raja Jagat Singh of Kishtwar. But 
in exceptional cases, the hostage could be a person not belonging to the royal family e.g., Giyas-ud-din was 
sent to the Mughal court as a hostage by the raja of Kishtwar. The hostages were treated well and very 
honourably, but if the conditions of the alliance were violated, the hostage could be imprisoned. When Raja 
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Maha Singh did not comply with the orders of the Mughal Emperor, Giyas-ud-din, the hostage was imprisoned 
by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan.  
Jaya Singh sent his brother Ram Singh as a hostage to the Mughal court in the company of Abdul Qasim, 
whose father had acted as a hostage for the state during Bhagawan Singh’s reign. The Raja’s younger brother, 
Sirdar Singh, was not a trustworthy person He conceived some ill will against his brother. He retired to 
Kashmir but was unable to obtain his object and then proceeded to Delhi. He was introduced to the Mughal 
emperor. When Jai Sigh heard this, he sent his own son Kirat Singh to Delhi.  
 
Impact of political conditions on the spread of Islam in Kishtwar   
The political conditions of Kishtwar had a deep-rooted impact on the religion in Kishtwar, which gave a mixed 
culture belonging to a society mainly consisting of Hindus and Muslims. The Rajas of Kishtwar were very 
liberal towards their religious outlook. They equally revered Hinduism as well as Islam.  Raja Maha Singh 
also known as Mahajan ascended the gaddi after the death of his father Bhagwan Singh. His brother, Abhay 
Singh had embraced Islam with the title of Islam Yar Khan, probably in the Mughal court where he had been 
sent as a hostage. During his period, a mosque was built in Kishtwar and a huge land grant was assigned for 
the maintenance of the mosque.  
  A large number of civil appointments were also given to Muslims and Qazis were appointed to deliver 
justice to Muslims as per Muslim law. A number of Muslims migrated from Kashmir and the neighboring 
states due to the liberal policy of the Rajas of Kishtwar. 
A mosque, Masjid Khawaja Garib, had been built already during the rule of Raja Maha Singh in the town. 
During the reign of Raja Jai Singh, Muslims from Kashmir often visited Kishtwar. Some Muslim families from 
Kashmir had settled around the mosque.  
During the reign of Raja Jaya Singh, the famous Sufi saint Sayeed Mohammad Farid -ud-Din Qadri, popularly 
known as Shah Sahib, came to Kishtwar along from Bagdad. He was a descendant of Abdul Qadir of that place 
and undertook his journey in consequence of a dream in which he was told to go and preach in Kishtwar. He 
reached India towards the end of Shahjahan’s reign and remained for some years in Agra and Delhi. On finally 
arriving at Kishtwar, he took up his abode along with his four companions in the house near the Lakshmi 
Narain temple, which is now the site of his Ziarat or tomb and a famous place of pilgrimage. Raja Jai Singh is 
said to have embraced Islam after seeing miracles performed by the saint and received the name Bakitiyar 
Khan. He also adopted a policy of reconciliation toward the Muslims in Kishtwar. After the death of Raja Jai 
Singh his son, Kirat Singh, succeeded to the throne of Kishtwar. Kirat Singh himself embraced Islam. Some 
of his close associates also embraced Islam.   He received the name Saadat Yar Khan. The emperor recognized 
him as the raja of Kishtwar with certain conditions. 
 
Matrimonial Alliances  
Matrimonial alliances formed an important part of the political conditions imposed on Kishtwar in some cases 
during the medieval period. Bhupt Singh was son-in-law of Raja Sangram Dev of Jammu and Raja Suraj Mal 
of Dhameri (Nurpur). As such, he wielded more power and was a dauntless ruler. 
Shanker Devi, the sister of Raja Bahadur Singh was married to Yaqub Shah the grandson of Ali Shah Chak. 
She was married to Yaqub Shah when Bahadur Singh, the Raja of Kishtwar, was defeated by Ali Shah Chak 
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the ruler of Kashmir.  
Bhup Devi, the sister of the raja of Kishtwar was sent to Delhi and married to the Mughal emperor Farrukh 
Siyyar. She was accompanied by the Raja’s younger brother, Mian Muhammad Kahn, who received a khilat 
and jagir of 8 villages in Kashmir.  
Irwin confirms this marriage and writes that the daughter of the hill raja of Kishtwar entered the royal harem 
and became the empress. It led to scandals among the Muslims and proved a cause for which Farrukh siyar 
was deposed and assassinated.  The Hindu princesses married to the Mughal emperors were allowed to worship 
or follow their old faith in the royal palace. Even the rulers of Kishtwar, though forced to embrace Islam 
outwardly, had retained their reverence for their old faith. Tegh Singh, the last ruling chief of Kishtwar though 
himself a Muslim, entertained the services of a Purohit or family priest; he even issued a grant of land to 
Purohits. It is probable that this custom had continued unbroken in the family in the time of his predecessors. 
Kirat Singh had a long reign of 47 years and was at last assassinated by one, Krishan Padhiar at Gulab Bagh. 
Thus, during the 17th century, despite the efforts of the Mughal emperors to annex Kishtwar, its rulers 
succeeded in maintaining their sovereignty. The Rajas, such as Gaur Singh, realized that Kishtwaris were 
capable to resist the domination of the outsiders. When the Mughal emperor adopted the policy of persuasion, 
the Kishtwari rulers allied with them and accepted the sovereignty of the Mughals. Kishtwar was one of the 
Punjab Hill States which succeeded in keeping its political identity.  
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